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Thursday Evening Prayer 
 

The Opening 

Opening Sentence 

 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I have set the 

Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7, 8 

 

Hymn: In the Lord (Taize) 

 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 

In the Lord I'll rejoice. 

Look to God, do not be afraid, 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near; 

Lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

Confession 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on us, + forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
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Versicle and Response 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

Psalm 18:21-50    Diligam te, Domine  

 

1 I love you, O Lord my strength, * 

     O Lord my stronghold, my crag, and my haven. 

2 My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, * 

     my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge; you are worthy of praise. 

3 I will call upon the Lord, * 

     and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 

4 The breakers of death rolled over me, * 

     and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 

5 The cords of hell entangled me, * 

     and the snares of death were set for me. 
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6 I called upon the Lord in my distress * 

     and cried out to my God for help. 

7 He heard my voice from his heavenly dwelling; * 

     my cry of anguish came to his ears. 

8 The earth reeled and rocked; * 

     the roots of the mountains shook; they reeled because of his anger. 

9 Smoke rose from his nostrils and a consuming fire out of his mouth; * 

     hot burning coals blazed forth from him. 

10 He parted the heavens and came down * 

     with a storm cloud under his feet. 

11 He mounted on cherubim and flew; * 

     he swooped on the wings of the wind. 

12 He wrapped darkness about him; * 

     he made dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion. 

13 From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds, * 

     burst hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 The Lord thundered out of heaven; * 

     the Most High uttered his voice. 

15 He loosed his arrows and scattered them; * 

     he hurled thunderbolts and routed them. 

16 The beds of the seas were uncovered, and the foundations of the world laid bare, * 

     at your battle cry, O Lord, at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 

17 He reached down from on high and grasped me; * 

     he drew me out of great waters. 

18 He delivered me from my strong enemies and from those who hated me; * 

     for they were too mighty for me. 

19 They confronted me in the day of my disaster; * 

     but the Lord was my support. 

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world with end. Amen. Amen. 
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The Lesson 

 

The Gospel--Matthew 24:1-14 

 
1As Jesus came out of the temple and was going away, his disciples came to point out to him 

the buildings of the temple. 2Then he asked them, ‘You see all these, do you not? Truly I tell 

you, not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.’ 

 
3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, ‘Tell 

us, when will this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?’ 4Jesus 

answered them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. 5For many will come in my name, saying, 

“I am the Messiah!” and they will lead many astray. 6And you will hear of wars and rumours of 

wars; see that you are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7For nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes 

in various places: 8all this is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 

 
9‘Then they will hand you over to be tortured and will put you to death, and you will be hated 

by all nations because of my name. 10Then many will fall away, and they will betray one another 

and hate one another. 11And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12And because 

of the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold. 13But anyone who endures to 

the end will be saved. 14And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 

world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary--Luke 1:46-55 (Magnificat) 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;* 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed:* 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him* 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm,* 
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he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,* 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,* 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers,* 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostle's Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 

judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  

We entreat you, O Lord. 
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Collect of the Day: Proper 9 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 

Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, 

and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

For Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Protection 

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 

repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for 

your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him 

who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn: To my humble supplication 

 

To my humble supplication 

Lord, give ear and acceptation 

Save thy servant, that hath none 

Help nor hope but Thee alone. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn: God, who made the earth and heaven 

 

God, who made the earth and heaven, 

Darkness and light: 

You the day for work have given, 

For rest the night. 

May your angel guards defend us, 

Slumber sweet your mercy send us, 

Holy dreams and hopes attend us 

All through the night. 
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And when morn again shall call us 

To run life’s way, 

May we still, whatever befall us, 

Your will obey. 

From the power of evil hide us, 

In the narrow pathway guide us, 

Never be your smile denied us 

All through the day. 

 

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 

And when we die, 

May we in your mighty keeping 

All peaceful lie. 

When the trumpet call shall wake us, 

Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 

But to reign in glory take us 

With you on high. 

 

Holy Father, throned in heaven, 

All holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, freely given, 

Blest Three in One: 

Grant us grace, we now implore you, 

Till we lay our crowns before you 

And in worthier strains adore you 

While ages run. 

 
Words: Reginald Heber 

Tune: Ar Hyd Y Nos (traditional Welsh) 
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A Prayer of Self-Dedication 

 

Almighty and eternal God, 

so draw our hearts to you, 

so guide our minds, 

so fill our imaginations, 

so control our wills, 

that we may be wholly yours, 

utterly dedicated unto you; 

and then use us, we pray you, as you will, 

and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving 

 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when 

two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 

now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Ending 

 

Benediction 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 


