
The Lessons Appointed for the Feast of 

 

Hadewijch of Brabant 

Poet and Mystic, thirteenth century 

April 22 

Preface of the Epiphany 

The Collect 

Triune God of Love, overwhelming and all-encompassing: Visit us in our solitude and in 
our companionship, and draw us ever more deeply into union with you, who are ever 
present and ever mysterious; that we, like your servant Hadewijch, might know you ever 
more fully, even as we have been fully known. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

See, my servant shall prosper; 
he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
and shall be very high. 

Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
--so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
and his form beyond that of mortals-- 

so he shall startle many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 

 
Who has believed what we have heard? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others; 
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces 
he was despised, and we held him of no account. 



 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 

and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his bruises we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he did not open his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
Who could have imagined his future? 

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people. 

They made his grave with the wicked 
and his tomb with the rich, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. 

When you make his life an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 
Out of his anguish he shall see light; 

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out himself to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 



The Psalm 

Psalm 119:129-136  Mirabilia 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

132 Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
because people do not keep your law. 

The Gospel 

John 19:31-37 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during 
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate 
to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they 
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this 
has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the 
truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall 
be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom 
they have pierced.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 
we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 


