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Welcome to 

 Christ Church  
Presentation of Jesus at the temple 

Candlemas 
February 2, 2020—10:00 a.m.  

 

God’s People Gather 

 
 

 

+ --Appropriate place to make the “Sign of the cross” 

BCP—The “Black” Book of Common Prayer 

Hymnal—The “Red” Hymnal 1982 

LEVAS—Music from Lift Every Voice and Sing Hymnal (Episcopal) 

WLP—Music from Wonder, Love, and Praise Hymnal (Episcopal)   

VF—Voices Found Hymnal (Episcopal) 

*--Parishioner Pick for Hymn 

Notes On This Sunday’s Readings 

Welcome to Christ Church. Today the Church celebrates our Lord’s presentation to God on 

the fortieth day after his birth in obedience to the Jewish Law. This is a moment of 

manifestation of Jesus as the Messiah when Old and New Testament come together in the 

testimony of the aged priest Simeon and the prophet Anna. The words of Simeon are a 

regular feature of the Church’s evening liturgies. 

 

The first reading from Malachi reflects the hope of the prophets for the coming of the 

Messiah and the inauguration of God’s reign over all the earth. 

 

The second reading is from Hebrews. The writer explains that Jesus’ work as Savior is made 

possible because he is God incarnate, fully human and fully divine. God saved the human 

race not from the outside but by entering into the world and becoming human and, having 

taking humanity into the divine life, redeemed the human race. 

 

We return today to the joy of Christmas and in our liturgy we witness to the presence of God 

in the world coming to us in Bread and Wine and coming to the world through us, the Body 

of Christ. 
 
 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. 
Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 
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God’s People Gather Together 
Prelude 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant greets the people with these words 

Celebrant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the incarnation of 
Jesus. Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling the 
law of Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized the 
child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. United by the same Spirit, we now 
enter the house of God, where we shall recognize Christ in the breaking of bread. 
  
Together, let us pray. 
 
O eternal God, who have created all things; on this day you fulfilled the petitions of 
the just Simeon: we humbly ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for our use. 
Graciously hear our prayers and be merciful to us, whom you have redeemed by your 
Son, who is the light of the world, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The following canticle is then sung or said, during which the candles are lighted, if the people are not already 
holding them. 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * to go in peace as you have promised. 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *  

whom you have prepared for all the world to see. 

A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

 
The Celebrant then says the following prayer 

Let us pray. 
O God, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which 
enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear these 
candles may walk in the path of goodness, through Jesus Christ the Light of the 
World. Amen. 
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The Procession 
LEM Let us go forth in peace. 
People In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn             Let all mortal flesh keep silence                   Hymnal 324 
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood 

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim with sleepless eye 

veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

‘Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!’ 
 

Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885) 

 

The Collect for the presentation of Jesus in the temple 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Together, let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was 
this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean 
hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The people sit. 

The Word of God 

First Reading 

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi (3:1-4). 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 

of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?   For he is like a refiner’s fire and 

like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 

descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 

the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 84 

1How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 

  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest                    where 

she may lay her young* 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
3Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 

  They will always be praising you. 
4Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
5Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6They will climb from height to height, * 

  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 
7LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
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  hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8Behold our defender, O God; * 

  and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
9For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 

  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of  

    the wicked. 
10For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 

  he will give grace and glory; 
11No good thing will the LORD withhold * 

  from those who walk with integrity. 
12O LORD of hosts, * 

  happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 
The Epistle                       

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews (2:14-18) 

14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the 

fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 

that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 

sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by what 

he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The people stand as they are able. 
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Sequence Hymn           Hail to the Lord who comes             HYMNAL 259  
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Gospel Luke (2:22-40) 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now 
you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.” 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by the law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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The Sermon 
                         
+ May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be always 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

The people sit. 

 

After the sermon, the people stand as they are able. 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. + We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Celebrant: 

Holy Redeemer, we have seen the salvation of our God, hear us as we pray in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for the whole human family, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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LEM 
For the Church: that the Light of Christ may shine through our lives and reveal God to 
all who are searching. Lord, hear our prayer.   
 
For this parish family, that we may recognize Christ in all the ways that Christ is present 
in the people and events of our daily lives. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all world leaders, that they may work to free all those who live in fear of the 
darkness of poverty, war, injustice and oppression. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the elders among us like Simeon and Anna, that we may appreciate the gift that they 
are and be blessed by their wisdom and faith. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those recovering from natural disasters, those who deal with hunger and 
homelessness, and those commended to our prayers, especially those on our Prayer List. 
(The people may add petitions for any need or concern.) We pray that the light of God’s 
love will bring them hope and comfort. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who have died, remembering especially Richard Thomas, Sr. whose life we 
celebrated yesterday. May they dwell in the courts of the Lord for ever.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For ourselves during this Epiphany time, that we may be thankful for all the blessings 

we enjoy and seek ways to share them with others. We give thanks for Dave Hudson, 

Gretchen Sirk, Al Monshower, Jerry Healy, & Michael Sirk who are celebrating their 

birthdays this week. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

In the communion of blessed Mary, the Mother of Jesus, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, and all 

the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, to Christ our God. To you, O 

Lord our God.   

 

All: Gracious and Loving One, hear our prayers and kindle your light in the temple of 

our hearts that we may grow and become strong in your Spirit, so that at the last we 

may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
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The Confession 
 

Celebrant Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy 

Name. Amen. 

 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 

of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 

upon you, + pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 

all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

The Announcements/Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
 
All things come of thee, O Lord; and of thine own have we given thee. Amen. 

 
The Holy Communion 

Celebrant: 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offering and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 
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Offertory Hymn      How lovely is the dwelling place       Hymnal 517 

How lovely is thy dwelling-place, O Lord of hosts, to me! 
My thirsty soul desires and longs within thy courts to be; 
my very heart and flesh cry out, O living God, for thee. 
 
Beside thine altars, gracious Lord, the swallows find a nest; 
how happy they who dwell with thee and praise thee without rest, 
and happy they whose hearts are set upon the pilgrim’s quest. 
 
They who go through the desert vale will find it filled with springs, 
and they shall climb from height to height till Zion’s temple rings 
with praise to thee, in glory throned, Lord God, great King of kings. 
 
One day within thy courts excels a thousand spent away; 
how happy they who keep thy laws nor from thy precepts stray, 
for thou shalt surely bless all those who live they words they pray. 
Para. of Psalm 84; sts. 1-2, The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, alt.; sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) 

 

The Presentation of Gifts (The Doxology)          Stephen Hunt 

  



 

12 
 

The Great Thanksgiving—Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

 

 

 

 
The celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface for the Season or Feast is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine 
in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

 
Sanctus                 S 130    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 
+Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

The Celebrant continues 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your words spoken through the 
prophets; and above all the word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, our sin into righteousness, out of death into life.   

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you; This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send you Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

+ Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and 
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 
 

The people remain standing 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread—Agnus Dei       S 164 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us. 
 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: 
Give us your peace, give us your peace. 
 
Celebrant 

The Gifts of God for you, the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
Communion Norms--We welcome our guests this morning. All are welcome at the Lord's 
table. You may stand or kneel (whichever you prefer). You are invited to eat the wafer and then 
drink from the cup or you may dip the wafer into the cup. The people respond after receiving the 
bread or the wine by saying "amen." If you prefer not to receive the cup, please cross your arms 
over your chest. If you do not want to receive communion, you are still welcome to come forward, 
cross your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing from the priest.   
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Communion Hymn        My God, the table now is spread         Hymnal 321       

 

My God, thy table now is spread, thy cup with love doth overflow; 

be all thy children thither led, and let them thy sweet mercies know. 

 

O let thy table honored be, and furnished well with joyful guests; 

and may each soul salvation see, that here its sacred pledges tastes. 

 

Drawn by thy quickening grace, O Lord, in countless number let them come 

and gather from their Father’s board the Bread that lives beyond the tomb. 

 

Nor let thy spreading Gospel rest till through the world thy truth has run, 

till with this Bread shall all be blessed who see the light or feel the sun. 
Sts. 1-3, Philip Doddridge (1702-1751), alt.; st. 4, Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 

 

The Post Communion Prayer for the presentation of Jesus in the temple 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the 

world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to 

live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

The Blessing for the Season of Epiphany 
 
Christ our Lord, to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts, reveal to you 

his glory and pour upon you the riches of his grace; and the blessing of God Almighty: 

+ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

16 
 

Recessional Hymn      Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates    Hymnal 436 
 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits! 
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
 
O blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O happy hearts and happy homes to whom this King of triumph comes! 
 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee: here, Lord, abide! 
Let me thy inner presence feel: thy grace and love in me reveal. 
 
So come, my Sovereign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; 
thy Holy Spirit guide us on, until the glorious crown be won. 
 
Georg Weissel (1590-1635); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

 
The Dismissal 
 
LEM Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 

Christ Church 
King and Queen Parish 

Church: 25390 Maddox Road 
Parish Hall: 37497 Zach Fowler Road 

P.O. Box 8 
Chaptico, MD 20621 
Phone: 301.884.3451 

E-Mail: office@cckqp.net 
www.cckqp.net 

 
Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist (Rite I) 
10:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 

 
Thursdays 


