
The Lessons for the Feast of 

 

Francis Xavier 

Priest and Missionary, 1552 

December 3 

Preface of a Saint (2) 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath—First Sunday of Advent 

Celebrant: Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning.             

This first candle is HOPE. 

A single candle is lit. 

Scripture: Psalm 33:20 – We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. 

Celebrant:  Together, let us pray. 

All: Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope. 

Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, 

and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect 

God of all nations; Raise up in this and every land, evangelists and heralds of 

your kingdom, that like your servant Francis Xavier we may proclaim the 

unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 



The Epistle—1 Corinthians 9:16–23 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 

me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a 

reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my 

reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 

to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might 

win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under 

the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I 

might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law 

(though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win 

those outside the law.To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake 

of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

The Response—Psalm 62  Nonne Deo? 

1 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

from him comes my salvation. 

2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken. 

3 How long will you assail me to crush me, all of you together, * 

as if you were a leaning fence, a toppling wall? 

4 They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor; 

lies are their chief delight. 

5 They bless with their lips, * 

but in their hearts they curse. 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, my hope is in him. 

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 

God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 

pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 



11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 

all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; * 

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God. 

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 

for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

The Gospel—Mark 16:15–20 

Jesus said to the eleven, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole 

creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not 

believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using 

my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up 

snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay 

their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 

down at the right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed the good news 

everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs 

that accompanied it. 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

Celebrant 

Let us be alert and keep awake for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we offer our prayers 

to God who stirs up strength and comes to help us, saying: Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

Leader 

For the Church: especially Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 

Mariann and Chilton, our bishops, and for Chris our Priest. We pray that in this time of waiting 

we may discover God's touch and God's love in all whom we serve. In our Diocesan Cycle of 

Prayer we give thanks this week for our Diocesan Latino Ministry, Samaritan Ministry of Greater 

Washington, and for those who are being ordained at the Diocesan Ordination Service on 

December 5th. Restore us, O God of hosts.  

 



For this parish family, that as we are enriched by God’s gifts, so may we wait upon God and be 

attentive to the opportunities of each day. Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

For peace and justice in all places of violence, neglect, famine, persecution, and indifference. 

Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

For all who have wandered from their relationship with God, that the memories and hopes of 

this season will open the doorway to God who loves them. Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

For all those in any anguish of body, mind, and spirit, remembering especially those our Prayer 

List. (The people may add petitions for any need or concern.)  May they see the light 

of God’s countenance, and be saved. Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

For all the departed. (The people may add petitions for those they wish to have 

remembered.) May we rejoice in the knowledge that they have been called into fellowship 

with Christ, by the God who is faithful. Restore us, O God of hosts. 

 

For all the blessings we have received. (The people may name their thanksgivings at this time.) 

We give thanks this week for David Simmons, Tammy Oliver, Ethan Frawley, Tad Burch, Donna 

McCarthy, and Michelle Eaton who are celebrating their birthdays. Restore us, O God of 

hosts. 

 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and all the saints, let us offer 

ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord our God.  

 

All:  Creator God, tear open the heavens and come down! Hear our prayers and 

keep us faithful, alert to your presence, and blameless in our witness until the 

dawning of the day of our Savior Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 


